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that the regular army would not hand over their
guns to the Bedouin without an escort of a hun-
dred Sherifian soldiers. These soldiers had to be
mounted on camels, which had been promised by
Feisal but not produced, and even if they had been
produced would have been of no use as there were
no saddles for them.
I now saw clearly that it was useless for me to go
on ahead and expect the guns to follow, so I rode
again to Waheida to see Feisal. He told me that
there was to be another attack on Abu Jerdun next
day, which was the first of the Arab month. He
promised that my guns should in no case be taken
for this, and that they would certainly be ready to
start on the 12th. At the same time he showed me a
message left for me by Lawrence on the 3rd, which
held out hope of British co-operation with us if only
we could get some kind of force started up the line
with guns. Imagining that this plan still held good,
as there was no later telegram to contradict it,
Feisal had sent the message which reached Marzuq
at Musheyish, and was now arranging that Sherif
Nasir, with at least four different Bedouin tribes and
four guns, should start up the line without delay.
He told me that Ndsir and the Bedouin were in
camp at Udhreh, half an hour from Fagieh, where
the guns would join them next evening, and
suggested that we should all start together on the
12th.
Things now seemed to be moving, and I arranged
to drive out next day to watch the attack on Abu
Jerdun, joining Nasir in the evening at Udhreh,
where the whole force was to be collected. I
looked in to say good-bye to Feisal, who greeted
me with a half-comical apology. " It is most un-